DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has a vital mission: to secure the Nation from
the many threats it faces. This requires the dedication of more than 240,000 employees in
jobs that ensure the security of the U.S. borders, support the integrity of its immigration
system, protect air travelers and national leaders, reduce the threat of cyber attacks, and
stand prepared for emergency response and disaster recovery. The Budget prioritizes DHS
law enforcement operations, proposes critical investments in frontline border security,
and funds continued development of strong cybersecurity defenses. The Budget would
aggressively implement the President’s commitment to construct a physical wall along the
southern border as directed by his January 25, 2017 Executive Order, and ensures robust
funding for other important DHS missions.
The President’s 2018 Budget requests $44.1 billion in net discretionary budget authority for
DHS, a $2.8 billion or 6.8 percent increase from the 2017 annualized CR level. The Budget
would allocate $4.5 billion in additional funding for programs to strengthen the security of
the Nation’s borders and enhance the integrity of its immigration system. This increased
investment in the Nation’s border security and immigration enforcement efforts now would
ultimately save Federal resources in the future.

The President’s 2018 Budget:
•

Secures the borders of the United States by investing $2.6 billion in high-priority tactical infrastructure and border security technology, including funding to plan, design, and construct
a physical wall along the southern border as directed by the President’s January 25, 2017
Executive Order. This investment would strengthen border security, helping stem the flow of
people and drugs illegally crossing the U.S. borders.

•

Advances the President’s plan to strengthen border security and immigration enforcement
with $314 million to recruit, hire, and train 500 new Border Patrol Agents and 1,000 new
Immigration and Customs Enforcement law enforcement personnel in 2018, plus associated
support staff. These new personnel would improve the integrity of the immigration system by
adding capacity to interdict those aliens attempting to cross the border illegally, as well as to
identify and remove those already in the United States who entered illegally.

•

Enhances enforcement of immigration laws by proposing an additional $1.5 billion above the 2017
annualized CR level for expanded detention, transportation, and removal of illegal immigrants.
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These funds would ensure that DHS has sufficient detention capacity to hold prioritized aliens,
including violent criminals and other dangerous individuals, as they are processed for removal.

•

Invests $15 million to begin implementation of mandatory nationwide use of the E-Verify
Program, an internet-based system that allows businesses to determine the eligibility of their
new employees to work in the United States. This investment would strengthen the employment
verification process and reduce unauthorized employment across the U.S.

•

Safeguards cyberspace with $1.5 billion for DHS activities that protect Federal networks and
critical infrastructure from an attack. Through a suite of advanced cyber security tools and
more assertive defense of Government networks, DHS would share more cybersecurity incident
information with other Federal agencies and the private sector, leading to faster responses to
cybersecurity attacks directed at Federal networks and critical infrastructure.

•

Restructures selected user fees for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to ensure that the cost of Government services is not
subsidized by taxpayers who do not directly benefit from those programs. The Budget proposes
to raise the Passenger Security Fee to recover 75 percent of the cost of TSA aviation security operations. The Budget proposes eliminating the discretionary appropriation for the NFIP’s Flood
Hazard Mapping Program, a savings of $190 million, to instead explore other more effective and
fair means of funding flood mapping efforts.

•

Eliminates or reduces State and local grant funding by $667 million for programs administered
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that are either unauthorized by the
Congress, such as FEMA’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program, or that must provide more
measurable results and ensure the Federal Government is not supplanting other stakeholders’
responsibilities, such as the Homeland Security Grant Program. For that reason, the Budget
also proposes establishing a 25 percent non-Federal cost match for FEMA preparedness grant
awards that currently require no cost match. This is the same cost-sharing approach as FEMA’s
disaster recovery grants. The activities and acquisitions funded through these grant programs
are primarily State and local functions.

•

Eliminates and reduces unauthorized and underperforming programs administered by TSA
in order to strengthen screening at airport security checkpoints, a savings of $80 million from
the 2017 annualized CR level. These savings include reductions to the Visible Intermodal
Prevention and Response program, which achieves few Federal law enforcement priorities, and
elimination of TSA grants to State and local jurisdictions, a program intended to incentivize local law enforcement patrols that should already be a high priority for State and local partners.
In addition, the Budget reflects TSA’s decision in the summer of 2016 to eliminate the Behavior
Detection Officer program, reassigning all of those personnel to front line airport security operations. Such efforts refocus TSA on its core mission of protecting travelers and ensuring
Federal security standards are enforced throughout the transportation system.
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